[image: ]



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date:		July 13, 2023
Contact:	Mayor Jan Molinaro  360-615-5606  |  jmolinaro@ci.enumclaw.wa.us

City explores community center to bring people together, offer activities for all age groups
Enumclaw, Wash. –  The city of Enumclaw is growing with young families joining longtime residents in calling this beautiful place known as the “Gateway to Mount Rainier” home. That’s why the city wants to bring people together to help all residents thrive with programs and services through a new community center.
Enumclaw is currently developing plans to provide a community center that offers activities for children, teens, young families, and seniors to gather and make connections. Twenty-two percent of the city’s population is under 18 and residents 55 and older represent 31 percent of the population. 
The community center would offer activities, sports, learning opportunities, space for community events, such as concerts, street fairs and city festivals, meeting space and a senior center. 
[bookmark: _Hlk138839071]How does the city fund services?
Residents, businesses, and visitors are all essential to fund city operations. These services include police, planning, economic development, parks, streets, sidewalks, public facilities, and some utilities. The city funds these services through a property tax, sales tax, and a tax on some utilities. The city is limited by law to just a one percent revenue increase per year on its property tax and retains only 0.85 percent out of the 8.8 percent sales tax it collects (or $0.85 cents per $100 purchase). In addition to these revenue limitations, the city must seek voter approval for any tax increase.
The city cannot afford to fund a community center through its general fund without significant cuts to services. Typically, community centers are funded through voter-approved bonds. The city is considering asking voters for a bond with an initial projection of $0.33 per $1,000 of assessed property value sometime in 2024. The final details, including cost estimates, are still being discussed.
In addition to a bond, the city is pursuing $3.35 million in grants and private donations to reduce the amount of funding needed by taxpayers. These alternative funding sources are contingent on the bond passing.
“We are grateful for everyone who has chosen to make Enumclaw their home,” Mayor Jan Molinaro said. “This community center has the potential to be the heart of our city. We are excited about the possibilities and opportunities of this project.”
Learn more at www.cityofenumclaw.net. 




###
The Mountain Starts Here! The city of Enumclaw, Wash., population 13,000 is the gateway to Mount Rainier National Park located less than an hour south of Seattle. Enumclaw is a full-service city providing police, planning, economic development, parks, and some utilities. The city’s vision is to keep residents for generations by caring for youth, adults and seniors through excellent public service and programs. Enumclaw operates on a balanced budget and has passed all independent audits by the state. 
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